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Dear Mr. Nichols:
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This écloloivvledges receipt of your petition dated March 17, 2003, to list the American dipper in

" the Black Hills as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS), in accordance with provisions in

: Section 4 of the Endangered Species Act. You have requested emergency listing for the
. - 'proposed DPS. The petition has been assigned to my Region for respomnse, , -
- We-will not make a detenﬁinat_ion're'gardmg thé‘potential DPS de:si gnation for the dipper until’

We can complete a 9Q-§1ay finding. However, we have performed. a review of the thre_atg e

- grazing, and road construction, have been ongoing for many years. Population data on the . ‘
species in the Black Hills appears to indicate fluctuations relating; at least in‘part, from winter

" -weather conditions and periodic droughts. Our review of the petition and records in our files
would Jead s to conclude that the American dipper in the Black ills is not in imminent danger -
- of extinction, and emergency listing would not lead to immediate removal of the threats '
- described in:the petition, - . C ’ i .

We will endefavor to process a finding on your petition as quickly as possible. Thank you for
your interest in conserving wildlife resources. - . i

Sincerely,

Kt

. - Regional Director
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